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Towards an Integrated Community Care System:
Introduction of a Regional Health Information Sharing Network System
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Abstract
To gather information for building an integrated community care system, we conducted a field survey in regions where
advanced efforts are underway to implement and use a Regional Health Information Sharing Network System utilizing
information and communication technology. Through case studies based on this survey, we examined tangible aspects
(such as equipment and facilities), human networks, and operational aspects pertaining to the Regional Health
Information Sharing Network System. Regarding the tangible aspects of the Regional Health Information Sharing
Network System, various conditions such as uniformity of data standards, compliance with security guidelines,
portability of terminals, and expansion of functions served as a common denominator. Regarding human network and
operational aspects, organizations capable of demonstrating inter-professional cooperation and leadership were formed
in all surveyed regions. Appropriate operation was ensured through the reduction of beneficiary liability and operational

costs and planned introduction of ICT systems with excellent cost performance.

Keywords: Integrated Community Care System; inter-professional cooperation; information and communication

technology (ICT); Regional Health Information Sharing Network System
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