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Current situation of practical learning through tours of palliative care units in adult chronic
nursing practicum: An analysis of “unit characteristics” as perceived by students
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Abstract
The objective of this study was to clarify the current situation of practical learning through tours of palliative care units
and to obtain suggestions regarding the nature of future tour learning on palliative care units. To achieve this, we

&«

conducted a context-focused analysis of one part of nursing students’ “palliative care tour learning reports,” namely
“understanding the characteristics of palliative care units.” The students perceived unit environments as “offering
considerations and methods to protect the peace of mind and safety of patients/families.” The students also perceived
individual patient’s hospital rooms as “offering considerations and methods to make the space feel closer to a home
living space.” Additional characteristics of units perceived by students were “many people are involved in providing
care to patients/families” and “care that respects patients/families is provided.” The results of this study suggested the
following: 1) because practical learning is conducted at two different facilities, there is a need for an opportunity for
sharing of different learning; 2) because students are unable to integrate learning due to a lack of time for report writing,
there is a need to ensure sufficient time for report writing; 3) there is a need for guidance to ensure integration of
knowledge because report writing is biased towards practical learning alone; 4) there is a need to investigate modes of
practical learning involving interactions with patients/families to deepen learning of care for patients/families. There is
a need to establish palliative care as an integrated learning module.
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