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A study on the feelings and relations of children whose
school-age siblings have been truants
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Kentyou Marsura, Taeko Oxa

Abstract

In this study, we aimed to make clear the experience of people whose siblings are unwilling to go to school and to
review supporting approaches for them. We employed a study approach involves an interview to those whose
siblings are truants. It is a qualitative research according to KJ method (Kawakita Jiro Method).

As a result, truants’ siblings feel powerless in difficult situations and uncomfortable with their truant siblings.
They were seeking a place and persons they can go and talk to as they felt there is no place for them. Under such a
situation, presence of friends and school’s medical office where a nursing teacher is stationed helped them to
overcome difficult situations which altered their surrounding into positive ways with truant students. In supporting
truants’ siblings, important aspects have been cleared including 1) importance of family support to deal with
difficulties which truant’s families experience 2) importance of making friends as it turned out a large factor for both
truants and their siblings. 3) school’s medical office with a nursing teacher turned out playing an important role in
giving a positive effect as their haven in terms of its presence and atmosphere.
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