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The Current State of Perinatal Nursing in A District
~ From the Questionnaire to the Nursing Administrator ~

Eriko KoBavasui  Jzumi Sarro  Yoshiko Nivo

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine a number of issues relating to an increase in the number of mixed wards.
The issues under examination for nursing administrator in A area were as follows: the mixing of responsibilities
assumed by staff when caring for the mother and child; the lack of midwives leading to the utilization of the nurses in
perinatal care; and the involvement of postgraduates in breastfeeding support education.

The 15 facilities examined by this research constituted 44.1% of the total number of mixed wards. On average, mixed
wards were found to have 5.2 departments, with the ward with the most departments having 14. Interaction with
staff from other departments occurred in more than half of the facilities. The placement of the midwife was great at
the daytime. At 25 facilities (73.5%), midwives were found to be responsible for the following additional duties: non-
delivery assistance, mother class syllabus design, breast milk education, breast care (e.g. massage), and education
for the prevention of difficulties when breastfeeding.

Thirty-one (91.2%) hospitals nurses were found to be offering breastfeeding support care, while 71% reported
having no defined limits to their responsibilities. In the mixed wards, 59.4% of nurses were also found to participate
in breastfeeding support study sessions.

In conclusion, the data suggests that it is necessary to provide postgraduate nurses with a broad range of expertise
in response to the non-delineated duties currently being performed by nurses on mixed wards.

Key words: perinatal nursing, mixed ward, expertise of midwives, breastfeeding, postgraduate education
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